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Win by Fear
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It’s become clearer that it’s okay to scare people to achieve your political goals. The internet and social media have accelerated
this process beyond anything anyone could imagine. This goes back many years. We remember watching television ads of
presidential candidates, Johnson and Goldwater where Johnson just showed the image of an atomic bomb exploding suggesting if
you vote for Goldwater the world will blow up into atomic war. That was nonsense then. Especially since his predecessor almost
led to an atomic war during the Cuban Missile Crisis. Then there was granny being pushed off a cliff if you voted Republican
because they would end Social Security and Medicare. There was a man being dragged behind a car because your opposition was
racist. These ads worked to a large degree. But it wasn’t only caused by political ads.

In the 1970’s they predicted the world would end with famine in ten years because there would not be enough food to feed the
expanding population. This was yet another fear mongering nonsense based on fake science. Obviously, fifty years later and the
world is still here and while there are areas of famine caused by local conditions, there is no mass famine in the world right now.
And then we have the current climate crisis. Ten years ago, the climate fear mongers said the world would end. Ten years later,
we’re still here.

If you listen to YouTube, everything is a problem. I recently bought a Tesla. However, I almost didn’t buy it because I watched
some scary YouTube videos. They made me fearful of buying one. And what was it that they said? You couldn’t take it to a car
wash. You can. That is total nonsense. The car would explode under various conditions. So don’t keep it in your garage. Pure
nonsense. People say if the car is in an accident, its going to be totaled by the insurance company. So, if it is, I’ll get a new car.
But this constant making us afraid of things influences behavior.

Even protests in the streets are ridiculously fear mongering. They are not for something better but against things like freedom of
speech, freedom of press, and freedom of religion. People march into churches. They block our streets. They make us fearful of
our government for trying to enforce the law, like that’s a bad thing.

I guess fear is the currency of modern society. Make somebody afraid and they’ll come around to their side. That is sickening.
Instead of hope, we have fear. And fear is the watch word of our society. Fear is the currency of modern political discourse.
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Defend local zoning and our quality
of life from Albany’s high-density
housing mandates.
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Fight congestion pricing, cut
wasteful spending, and repeal the
Albany mandates driving up the cost
of living for working families.
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Repeal cashless bail, stand with our
police and first responders, and stop
New York City from dumping its
problems on Rockland.
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