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M O R E  C O N T R O V E R S Y
A M O N G  D E M O C RAT S

V Y I N G  F O R  1 7 T H
C O N G R E S S I O N A L  S E AT

A CONTROVERSY  HAS
ERUPTED  AF TER  NY-17

DEMOCRAT IC
CONGRESS IONAL

CAND IDATE  E F F I E  PH I L L I P S -
STA LEY  APPEARED  ON A
L I VESTREAM HOSTEDBY

HASAN P I KER ,  DRAWING
SHARP  CR I T IC I SM  FROM

LOCAL  DEMOCRAT IC  L EADERS
AND ADD ING TO  AN

ALREADY  TENSE  POL I T ICA L
C L IMATE  IN  THE  D I STR ICT.

PH I L L I P S - STA LEY,  A
TARRYTOWN BOARD  TRUSTEE ,

JO INED  P I KER ’ S  SHOW ON
MARCH 28 .  P I KER ,  A LSO

KNOWN ONL INE  AS
“HASANAB I ,”  HAS  BU I LT  A

LARGE  FOL LOWING AMONG
YOUNGER  AUD I ENCES  AND

HAS  PREV IOUS LY
INTERV I EWED  NAT IONAL

F IGURES  SUCH  AS
ALEXANDR IA  OCAS IO -

CORTEZ ,  BERN I E
SANDERS ,AND  RO

KHANNATHE  APPEARANCE
QU ICK LY  DREW A  JO INT

STATEMENT  FROM
DEMOCRAT IC  PARTY  CHA I RS

IN  WESTCHESTER ,
ROCKLAND,  PUTNAM,  AND
DUTCHESS  COUNT I ES .  THE

GROUP  STRONGLY
CR I T IC I ZED  BOTH  P I KER ’ S

PAST  REMARKS  AND  PH I L L I P S -
STA LEY ’ S  DEC I S ION TO

APPEAR  ON THE  P LAT FORM,
CAL L ING I T  A  STEP  THAT

COULD  L EG I T IM IZE  RHETOR IC
THEY  DESCR I BED  AS

OFFENS IVE  AND
UNACCEPTAB LE .

THE  WESTCHESTER
DEMOCRAT IC  PARTY  AND
OTHER  COUNTY LEADERS

C I T ED  SEVERA L  PAST
CONTROVERS IA L

STATEMENTS  AT TR I BUTED  TO
P IKER  AND  URGED  PH I L L I P S -
STA LEY  TO  C LEAR LY  RE J ECT

THEM.  THE
WESTCHESTER J EWISH

DEMOCRATS  A LSO  I SSUED  A
STATEMENT,  SAY ING THEY
COULD  NOT  SUPPORT  HER

PH I L L I P S - STA LEY
  CAND IDACY  WI THOUT  A

CLEAR  APOLOGY  AND
D ISAVOWAL .  PH I L L I P S -
STA LEY  RESPONDED  BY

DEFEND ING HER  DEC I S ION,
SAY ING THAT  ENGAGING

WITH  P LAT FORMS  THAT
REACH YOUNGER

AUD I ENCES  I S  NECESSARY
FOR  THE  PARTY ’ S  FUTURE .

SHE  ACKNOWLEDGED
D ISAGREEMENTS  WI TH
SOME  OF  P I KER ’ S  PAST

COMMENTS  BUT
EMPHAS IZED  THE
IMPORTANCE  OF

CONNECT ING WI TH  VOTERS
WHO FEE L  D I SCONNECTED

FROM TRAD I T IONAL
POL I T ICA L  CHANNELS . SHE

ARGUED  THAT  MANY
YOUNGER  VOTERS  ARE
PAY ING ATTENT ION TO

ISSUES  SUCH  AS  HUMAN
R IGHTSAND FORE IGN
POL ICY,  PART ICU LAR LY

REGARD ING I SRAE L  AND
PALEST INE ,  AND  SA ID  THE
DEMOCRAT IC  PARTY  MUST
L I ST EN  TO  THOSE  VO ICES
WHI L E  CONT INU ING TO

OPPOSE  ANT I SEM I T I SM  AND
IS LAMOPHOB IA .  THE
DEBATE  RE F L ECTS  A

BROADER  D IV IDE  W I TH IN
THE  PARTY  OVER  HOW TO
BALANCE  OUTREACH TO
NEW AUD I ENCES  WI TH

MA INTA IN ING BOUNDAR I ES
AROUND POL I T ICA L

D I SCOURSEMEANWHI L E ,
REPUB L ICAN

CONGRESSMAN M IKE
LAWLER  SHARP LY  CR I T IC I ZED  

 .
 

PH I L L I P S - STA LEY,  CA L L ING HER
APPEARANCED ISQUAL I FY ING

AND A LSO TAK INGA IM  AT
OTHER  DEMOCRAT IC

CAND IDATES  FOR  NOT
SPEAK INGOUT  MORE

FORCEFU L LY.THE  I SSUE
COMES  AM ID  HE IGHTENED

TENS IONS  AT  RECENT  PUB L IC
EVENTS .  AT  LAWLER ’ S  LATEST

TOWN HAL L  MEET ING,  A
V IDEO POSTED  BY

ROCKLAND ’S  P I E R  HAS
C I RCULATED  ONL INE ,
SHOWING A  HEATED

EXCHANGE  IN  THE  CROWD
THAT  SOME  OBSERVERS

DESCR I BED  AS  RESEMBL ING A
“ TEMPER  TANTRUM,”
UNDERSCOR ING THE

INCREAS INGLY  CHARGED
ATMOSPHERE  SURROUND ING

THE  RACE .
PH I L L I P S - STA LEY,  WHO HAS

RECE IVED  THE  ENDORSEMENT
OF  THE  WORK ING FAM I L I E S
PARTY,  I S  RUNNING IN  THE
DEMOCRAT IC  PR IMARY  FOR

NY-17  TH I S  JUNE .

MIKE  LAWLER
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